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THE JAPANESE WOMEN’S UNIVERSITY AT TOKYO. 

By THEODATE L. SMITH. 

Japan has within the last few decades astonished the world 
by the rapidity and facility with which she has been assimilating 
occidental ideas and methods and the skill with which she is 
meeting the problems which inevitably arise in the mingling of 
old and new ideas and customs. A striking example of this is 
found in the Women’s University at  Tokyo, which graduated 
its first class of one hundred and twenty students in April, 
1903. The first higher normal school for girls in Japan was 
founded thirty years ago and there has been, since that time, 
a growiug recognition of the need of more advanced educational 
facilities for women. In  1895 Mr. Jinzo Naruse, now president 
of the University, announced his project of founding a university 
for women and promptly secured the sympathy and co-operation 
of the intelligent and thinking class of the nation, although 
there was some opposition from the more conservative classes. 
An association of promoters was formed, funds were collected, 
and in April, 1900, the University was opened in buildings 
erected upon land given by the Mitsui family. Even before 
the opening of the University the number of applications for 
admission had become so large that hundreds had to be refused 
because of insufficient accommodations. Three hundred stu- 
dents were admitted to the University department and five hun- 
dred more to the preparatory department. In April, 1904, there 
were eleven hundred and fifty students, of whom five hundred 
and eighty-two were in the University department. As the 
entering class this spring was unusually large, that number 
has now been increased. 

The teaching force of the University at the present time con- 
sists of forty-one professors, nine instructors and nine lecturers, 
the latter chiefly from the Imperial University at Tokyo. 
Among the foreign universities represented on the faculty are 
Cambridge (England), Clark, Michigan, Wellesley, Wesleyan, 
and Yale. Of the three foreign professors, two are English 
and one American. 

The aim of the University, as stated in the words of the 
founder, is “to impart higher education to the daughters of 
Japan with the object of enabling them satisfactorily to dis- 
charge their duties as women, wives and mothers, fully equipped 
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with ideas and knowledge, in touch with the progress of the 
nation and the world.” With the change of conditions brought 
about by the present war, it is recognized that a new problem 
must be faced. Hitherto the number of Japanese men has been 
in excess of the number of women so that the natural destiny 
of every Japanese woman was to become a wife and mother. 
But as a result of the present war many of the present genera- 
tion of young Japanese women will not marry and must become 
self supporting. In  the opinion of Dean Aso, the great in- 
crease in the number of applicants for admission at  the time 
when the financial resources of the country are being so heavily 
drawn upon was, in large measure, due to realization of the 
need of higher education for women for whom self support will 
become necessary. Whether any changes in the curriculum 
will result from this necessity is a question of the future. 

Instead of 
transferring the curriculum of colleges for men to the Women’s 
University, Japan has, at the very outset of higher education 
for women, recognized the problems of differentiation which, after 
the experience of over a quarter of a century, we are in a position 
better to appreciate than when the first colleges for women 
were founded. Realizing from the first that the two chief ar- 
guments which could be brought to bear against the University 
by the opponents of higher education for women were injury to 
health and loss of the womanly grace and charm for which 
Japanese women are so justly celebrated, great attention has 
been paid to hygiene and physical development, and the curric- 
ulum has been arranged with the view of keeping what was 
most desirable in the old regime while liberal provision is made 
for the new. Nor must it be forgotten, in considering this cur- 
riculum, that higher education for women in Japan means a far 
greater change than it did in the United States and because of 
its rapid development is far more revolutionary. 

The Japanese Women’s University, at present, offers three 
courses of instruction, Domestic Science Course, Japanese Liter- 
ature Course, and English Literature Course. These differ chiefly 
in the arrangement of required and elective studies, with the 
exception of the English Literature Course which requires a 
large proportion of work done in English. In all the courses, 
psychology , child study, ethics, hygiene, education and nursing 
of children, and history of fine arts are required. Subjects 
either required or elective, according to the course, are physi- 
ology, chemistry, physics, nature study, household economy, 
Japanese history, literature, and classics, occidental history, 
philosophy atid history of philosophy , domestic science and art, 
economics, the constitution and civil code, English, music, 
drawing and painting. Instruction is also given in Japanese 

The course of study as it now stands is unique. 
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486 THE JAPANESE WOMEN’S UNIVERSITY AT TOKYO. 

etiquette, the art of flower arranging and the Cha No YU cere- 
mony, perfection in which is, perhaps, the ne Phis uZtra of re- 
fined ceremonial. The  most noticeable omission in the curric- 
ulum, as compared with those of our colleges, is mathematics; 
the entrance requirement in that subject, however, being the 
same as our own, i. e . ,  algebra and plane geometry. Should 
there be a demand for higher mathematics they would probably 
be developed in the elective courses. I t  is possible that some 
of the women of our country may wish that they had so devel- 
oped in American colleges. Entrance requirements in general, 
correspond very closely with those of American colleges, as 
primary and secondary education in Japan is modelled after 
our system. Japanese and Chinese classics take the place of 
Greek and Latin, and English is, at  present, the only foreign 
modern language. The methods of instruction and courses in 
philosophy, psychology, and the natural sciences are those of 
European and American Universities, the professors having 
been trained either in foreign universities or by those who 
have returned from foreign universities to teach in Japanese 
institutions. The curriculum presents some interesting con- 
trasts and the mingling of the old with the new, the oriental 
with the occidental, the theoretical and the practical are espe- 
cially noteworthy. These Japanese girls work in chemical and 
physical laboratories in accordance with the latest scientific 
methods, and are trained in the intricacies of Japanese etiquette. 
(In this respect our own colleges might profitably adopt Jap- 
anese methods, for there is certainly wide room for improvement 
in the manners of American college girls.) They play basket 
ball and study Ceremonial Tea; they become learned in the 
Chinese classics-far more difficult than the Greek or Roman- 
and receive practical training in cooking and housekeeping; 
they study economics and the civil code and are instructed in 
Japanese fairy tales and the art of flower arranging. The 
length of the course is three years and post-graduate work is 
also offered, the length of any course of the studies pursued in 
a graduate course being limited to less than three years. 

There is a dormitory system and the students share in the 
household work. Students in advanced classes hold in turn 
the position of a head woman (Shufu) and learn the manage- 
ment of a home under the supervision of a matron appointed 
by the University. One dormitory is built and furnished in 
foreign style and is in charge of an English professor. Stu- 
dents who wish to do so may live in this dormitory and learn 
the ways of English home life. 

At the first commencement of the University a society was 
organized which includes many of the features of our alumnae 
associations but has a much wider and more varied scope. I ts  
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membership includes as  regular members all graduates of the 
University, the senior class as associate members, the faculty 
and promoters of the University as special and honorary mem- 
bers. Its objects are ( I )  to promote social interest among 
members, (2) to strengthen the relation between the Univer- 
sity and members of the society, (3) to promote the interests 
of the University, (4)  to promote the spirit of united effort. 
This last is especially significant since until the comparatively 
recent change (1867) from the feudal to the imperial govern- 
ment, the Japanese as a nation have been lacking in the spirit 
of co-operation and united effort, the feudal system being di- 
rectly opposed to any national concerted effort. An annual 
meeting is held at  commencement time and regular meetings 
once a month. These latter are meetings of the local branches 
of the society, held whenever there is a sufficient number of 
graduates to form a group. These local clubs must send a 
representative to each annual meeting and are pledged to answer 
aZZ questions of invesiigafion. There are three departments of 
investigation : domestic, social, and educational. There is also 
an industrial department whose object is “to propagate eco- 
nomic ideas and the spirit of labor, frugality, and independence.” 
I n  the practical working out of this idea six departments have 
been organized; a commercial department, in which student 
members sell to the faculty and students, toilet articles and 
various small wares; a book department, in which text-books 
and periodicals are for sale; a department of animal industry, 
devoted to the raising of cows, pigs, poultry, fish and bees; a 
gardening department, which includes the raising and sale of 
both vegetables and flowers; a cooking department, whose prod- 
ucts are sold; and a banking department. This latter is really 
a local bank which issues its own notes as college currency and 
carries on business according to regular methods. 

The students of the University also publish a weekly paper 
which is said to compare favorably with any weekly in Japan. 
I t  is illustrated and contains articles on topics of social interest, 
war news, and especially any items in regard to women’s relief 
work, reports of lectures, articles on nature study, poultry and 
bee raising, gardening, cooking, hoitsehold decoration and 
short stories and essays. 

For the information in this article I am indebted to Prof. 
Am, Dean of the Japanese Women’s University, and to Mr. 
Kuma, who has kindly translated material otherwise inacces- 
sible. 
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